
 

 

A Zoo for the Phonetic Zoo Cards 
Every time your student begins a new lesson, he should receive that lesson’s Zoo card to add to his 
collection. The front of these cards illustrates the rule with an animal whose name uses the spelling rule. 
The rule or jingle is printed on the back. These cards can be used both as motivational rewards and as 
reminder cards.  

Your student can display the cards on the wall of his room or classroom or place them in plastic baseball 
card holders. Alternatively, you may wish to paste or print the following pages onto card stock and create 
six pages serving as a “Phonetic Zoo.” The Zoo cards then become “doors” to the “cages.” Your student’s 
zoo can reside in a notebook, be pasted on poster board, or be taped on a wall for easy reference. 

Phonetic Zoo Pages 
This download provides the pages needed to create your own Phonetic 
Zoo. 

The zoo pages are sorted according to vowels and consonants. The rule 
category is listed on each page with lesson numbers printed in each 
box. Thus, the rules for the letter A are all in a row, all the E rules are 
on one page, and so forth, so that a student can quickly find a rule to 
review if desired. This is essentially how Anna Ingham organized her 
“Sound City.” 

Once your student has his Zoo card and has located the lesson number, 
he can copy the three reminder words for his level from the large lesson 
card onto the three lines on the Zoo page. For example, in lesson 1, 
level A, a student would copy brain, always, and pain; a level B 
student would copy wailing, decay, and sailor; and a level C student would copy ailment, portrayal, and 
tailored. 

If you are the crafty type, use these pages to create a Phonetic Zoo spelling display board or folder. These 
are only suggestions; you can personalize it as you please. 
 

 

 



 

 

Phonetic Zoo POSTER Directions 
Apply the print outs provided at the end of this document as illustrated in the picture below. 

If you decide to make the display board below, you will need to cut some of the “cage” pages. The page 
with the Homonyms and Jail gets cut in half, and all the personal spelling cages are separate as well. 

The “Homonym of the Week” section includes a plastic sheet protector or baggie cut and pasted so that 
you can use an index card cut in half for each of the homonyms, which can be slipped in and out of the 
pouch with ease. 

 
 
Phonetic Zoo FOLDER Directions 
 
Materials: 

• The printouts at the end of this document 
• 2 manila file folders  
• 2 card stock pages 
• Misc. colored paper  
• Clear Packing tape 
• Spelling zoo cards (to make cages) 

 
  



 

 

Assembly: 
 
1. Fold both sides of a manila folder to meet in the middle (male- female part). Do the same to second 
folder.  
 
2. Glue folders “male” parts together (by days of week in picture above). The 
lap-book base is now complete, now to decorate. 
 
3. Close the folders flat and paste title. You can also raise the title to higher on 
the page and paste the directions here too. 
 
4. On the first inside fold paste the following (on colored paper)  
Pre-fixes, suffixes, days of week, months of year, listen for all the sounds and I 
added homonym of the week to mine. Done with first page. You can change 
any of the order of things. You can even print lists of other things to include in 
this section. 
 

 
  
  



 

 

5. On the bottom of the second large fold glue down “A cages”.  
Tape the colored card stock unto the top and bottom of what is 
now the “A cage” page and attach with clear packing tape. With 
paper laid down like in the picture below, glue down “O-cages” 
on top and “Consonant cages” at the bottom.       
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Close bottom flat up and glue down Homonym Corrals (black/brown in picture below) 
 

 
 
 
7. Close top flap down and glue down “E cares”  



 

 

 

 
 
 
8. Glue down “Personal spelling list” (cut in to thirds) on the male and female sides as shown above. 
Your lap-book is now complete. 
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My Phonetic 
Zoo 

 
Listen for all the sounds. 
How many syllables? 
Write the root first. 
Think about the rules. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
• Review the rule. 

• Receive your Zoo card. 
• Set up your test paper. 
• Use a CD player with 
headphones. 

• Take the test. 
• Re-write the corrections. 
• Compare spellings. 
• Take the same test daily until 
100% twice in a row. 

  

Name:  Sally Smith  
Lesson # 1 Attempt #  2  
1.  brain        brain  
2.  played      played  
3.  chaind      chained    
4.  railway     railway  
5.  pail           pail  
6.  sailed        sailed  
7.  train         train  
8.  painful      painful  
9.  tray           tray  
10. paint       paint  
11. raisen      raisin   
12. trailing      trailing  
13. grain       grain  
14. always     always  
15. contain    contain  

# Correct: 13 



 

 

Postal State Abbreviations 
AL 
AK 
AZ 
AR 
CA 
CO 
CT 
DE 
FL 
GA 
HI 
ID 
IL 
IN 
IA 
KS 
KY 
LA 
ME 
MD 
MA 
MI 
MN 
MS 
MO 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 

MT 
NE 
NV 
NH  
NJ 
NM 
NY 
NC 
ND 
OH 
OK 
OR 
PA 
RI 
SC 
SD 
TN 
TX 
UT 
VT 
VA 
WA 
WV 
WI 
WY 

Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire  
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

 



 

 

Days of  
the Week 

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 
Saturday 

 
The Months of the Year 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 



 

 

Suffixes Prefixes 
-ed 
-ing 
-ful 

-s 
-es 
-ly 
-al 
-ly 

-eth 
-er 

-ish 
-ful 

-able 
-ment 

-tion 
-ation 
-sion 
-cian 

-al 
-ant 

auto- 
ant- 
anti- 
be- 
bi- 

com- 
con- 

 

in- 
im- 
un-

micro- 
mis- 

 

 
Homonym of the Week 

 


